Real-Time Verbal Disclosure – Sample Script for Chairpersons of VHA Decision Making and Advisory Groups
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Sample Script for Chairpersons of VHA 
Decision Making and Advisory Groups

· We are instituting a procedure today that is mandated by VHA HANDBOOK 1004.07 - Financial Relationships between VHA Health Care Professionals and Industry, which was signed November 24, 2014. 

· The procedure involves real-time verbal disclosure of members’ financial relationships with industry that may have a bearing on the work of VHA decision-making and advisory groups, including [this committee/board/advisory group]. 

· As members of [this committee/board/advisory group] we are often in a position to influence purchasing decisions related to [fill in as appropriate: e.g., health care, information technology, insurance, contracting related to the management of the health care system, formulary management, devices].

· The goal of these disclosures is to bring to light any potentially biasing financial relationships that we have with individual companies before we begin deliberation and decision making. This is central to ensuring the integrity of our decision making.

· This practice will be familiar to those of you who have participated on National Academy of Sciences Boards or some Federal Advisory Committees – where such verbal disclosures are routinely made.

· In a moment, I will ask each of you to disclose the financial relationships between you and industry that are pertinent to the particular issues that are relevant to the work of this [committee/board/advisory group]. Issues that we will be discussing today include [fill in here]. 

· Please refer to your handouts for further information about the specific disclosures that are required. 

· I will also solicit a disclosure from any late-arriving members. In future meetings, returning members will only need to provide relevant updates to the information disclosed today.

· Let me begin by making my own disclosure statement…
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