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IntegratedEthics Handbook:
Frequently Asked Questions
What’s New?  

VHA Handbook 1004.06 “IntegratedEthics” (The IE Handbook) has been published and is effective as of June 16, 2009.  

Where can I get a copy of the IE Handbook?

A link to the IE Handbook and supporting materials is on the IntegratedEthics Intranet home page at http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/integratedethics
What does this mean to IE practitioners in the field? 

The IE Handbook explains formal VHA policy and sets forth the procedures and operational requirements for IntegratedEthics (IE) at facilities and VISNs. The policy draws from the information included in the IE Primers and toolkit materials and clarifies some new areas of responsibility.

What steps need to be taken at the facility level? 

· Determine who is going to be responsible for reviewing the IE Handbook to determine if revisions are needed to align local policy to national policy.

· Clarify the roles and responsibilities of IE personnel in making any needed changes.  

· Establish a process and timeline to accomplish any needed updates and revisions.  

Is there a requirement for local IE Policy?  What should this look like?   
Yes, every facility must have a local policy for their IntegratedEthics program that is consistent with the national VHA Handbook 1004.06 “IntegratedEthics” (IE Handbook).  A generic model IE policy template in Medical Center Memorandum format provides fields for inserting facility related information.

Where can I get a copy of the model IE policy template? 

It is available on the IE Intranet home page at http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/integratedethics.  

Does the new national IE Handbook address the IE Facility Workbook or IE Staff Survey requirements? 
Yes, the policy indicates that facilities must complete the IE Facility Workbook annually and the IESS must be taken biennially (or when required by the National Center for Ethics in Health Care). 

What about EC Web? 

Use of EC Web to record consultation activities is mandatory.  

Are there any changes in the Ethical Leadership function? 

Yes, facility directors have been specifically designated as the Ethical Leadership Coordinators and their responsibilities in this role are clearly defined. 

Where can I get help or guidance?  
Upcoming IE Technical Assistance calls will provide detailed information on requirements outlined in the IE Handbook and an opportunity to ask questions of Subject Matter Experts from the National Center for Ethics Center.  Check the IE TA call schedule http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/integratedethics/TA.asp
Who can I contact about the IntegratedEthics Handbook?

You can send questions via e-mail to vhaethics@va.gov
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