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This NET call cuts across several ethics domains and topics. 

Summary of Call:

This call is the 75th in the National Ethics Teleconference (NET) Call series.  The NET Call series has addressed a wide range of ethics concerns over the last 8 years, focusing on such topics as discharge to an environment that the team feels is unsafe; DNR orders; pandemic influenza preparedness; and IntegratedEthics structure and processes.  

Using examples of past calls, this 75th call looks back and forward to illustrate the goals and scope of the NET Call series and to illustrate how the series tracks the evolution of ethics thinking within VA.  Participation in the NET Call series helps those in the field be ahead of and part of the ethics curve within VA. 

Take-home Points:

· The main intent of the NET Calls series is to provide practical, useful, and relevant information on ethical issues that arise within VHA, and a forum to discuss them.  Individual NET calls are responsive to ethics concerns that arise and are addressed in real time. The calls have not shied away from discussing controversial topics and allow participants to contribute to the evolution of ethics thinking within VHA.   
· The process of developing each NET call is dynamic and interactive, and involves collaboration with relevant VACO program office staff, outside content experts, and ethics resources from the field.
· The NET Call series provides an opportunity for the Ethics Center to educate field staff about newly revised policies or those in revision and to answer questions from the field about implementation. 
Faculty:
Ellen Fox, MD*

Kenneth Berkowitz, MD, FCCP*

Barbara Chanko, RN, MBA*

Susan Owen, PhD*

* National Center for Ethics in Health Care  

Other Resources:

Link to detailed summary of call: http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/docs/net/NET_Topic_20081029_NET-calls_yesterday_today_tomorrow.doc 

Link to closely related Ethics Center and VHA materials:

DNR FAQ, which can be accessed at:

http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/docs/net/DNR_FAQs_20050701.pdf
VHA Handbook 1004.1, “Informed Consent for Clinical Treatments and Procedures,” which can be accessed at:

http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/docs/policy/VHA_Handbook_1004-1_Informed_Consent_Policy_20030129.pdf
VHA Handbook 1004.2, “Advance Care Planning and the Management of Advance Directives,” which can be accessed at: 
http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/docs/policy/VHA_Handbook_1004-2_Advance_Care_Planning_20070222.pdf
VHA Handbook 1004.04, “State-Authorized Portable Orders,” which can be accessed at: http://vaww.ethics.va.gov/docs/policy/VHA_Handbook_1004-04_State-Authorized_Portable_Orders_20070615.pdf
VHA Directives 2006-021, “Reducing the Fire Hazard of Smoking When Oxygen Treatment is Expected,” which can be accessed at:   http://vaww1.va.gov/vhapublications/ViewPublication.asp?pub_ID=1407
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