
The National Center for Ethics in Health Care is pleased to announce presentation of the 2007 William A. Nelson Award for Excellence in Health Care Ethics to Ms. Jessica Steckler, RN, of the Erie, PA.  Ms. Steckler is an Education Specialist and Instructional Systems Specialist in the Employee Education System and Education Resource Center. 
About the Awardee

Throughout her 26-year career with VA, Ms. Steckler has provided outstanding leadership in clinical ethics education, consultation and policy development. Since 1988, she has served as Chair of the ethics committee at the Erie VAMC, providing strong, continuous leadership and expertise to the committee, and nurturing the development and skills of its individual members. Ms. Steckler has made important contributions to the development of numerous ethics policies at the facility level and strategies to assure their implementation and alignment with national policies. She works with local, headquarters and VISN staff to implement EES goals, serving on numerous VHA and community committees and task forces and is responsible for designing national level leadership programming. Previously, as Associate Director and Program Manager of the Cooperative Health Education Program, she deployed several hundred educational programs annually to more than 30 VAMCs, serving over 15,000 staff.
About the Award

Each year, this award recognizes one VHA employee whose career exhibits the highest standards of excellence, dedication, and accomplishment in the field of health care ethics. It honors William A. Nelson, PhD, who retired in 2003, after 30 years of Federal service during which he was instrumental in promoting ethical health care practice throughout VHA.  For more information, visit vaww.ethics.va.gov.
